
The January guild meeting was held at Al Collison’s shop.  Bill Crown presided over 

the meeting in typical welcoming fashion.  About 40 members and guests were in 

attendance.  After a time of show and tell, the meeting was turned over to the eve-

nings primary presenter, the guild’s very own Chuck Andrews.  Chuck walked us 

through the steps of making a rounded bottom hand plane and how to prepare the 

plane iron from a piece of tool steel.  The presentation was packed full of infor-

mation, history and Chuck’s ‘trade secrets’ of plane making.   

This style of plane making goes way back, but was made popular by James Krenov.  

One select’s a block of wood suitable for the plane.  From there it is a relatively sim-

ple process of slabbing away the sides from the blank.  Cutting away parts of the 

center section to make a space for the 

plane iron and wedge.  Truth is that 

Chuck makes it look simple, but there are 

precise angles to be cut and proper gap 

spacing for optimal performance.     

Chuck assembled the plan body and 

rounded the bottom.  He then walked us 

through the process of tempering the 

plane iron with a MAPP gas torch.   A 

handout was provided of this whole pro-

cess and could be followed by anyone to 

make a variety of hand plans.  A few years back the guild hosted an event at 

Chuck’s shop where each member built a jack plane using these same techniques.     

Thanks to Chuck for providing us a very interesting and informative evening. 
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Next meeting: 

February 13, 2017 @ 
7:00pm 

 
Kalamazoo Makers Guild 
1102 East Michigan Ave. 

Kalamazoo 
 

Travel on East Michigan Ave 
through downtown Kalamazoo.   
Cross over the Kalamazoo riv-
er.  Stay to the right on East 
Michigan Ave. as you pass 
under the railroad overpass.  
The Makers guild is about 100 
yards from the overpass on 
your right if you are traveling 
East.  

 

Agenda:  Don Batts will lead a 
tour of the Makers Guild Facility 
in Kalamazoo 
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Upcoming Events 

Tillers International Classes: 

Windsor Tall Stool   March 9-11  This class gives students a lot of quality time and instruction on 
the lathe, as well as carving a seat. 

Spoon Carving  March 17-18  Nate Chambers is coming from Asheville, NC to teach a couple of 
green woodworking classes at Tillers for the first time. We are honored to have him. Great 
craftsman and great instructor. 

Bowl Turning on a Spring Pole Lathe  March 21-24  Great new class. Read more at link. 
 
Local wood turners meet second Saturday of each month at Northwest United Methodist 
Church. 3140 North 3rd Street, Kalamazoo, MI 49009. —http://www.westmichturners.org/       
Meetings begin at 10:00 am, coffee and rolls at 9:00am 
 
Kzoo Makers meet M-Tu-Th-Sa from 4:00pm—8:00pm —www.kzoomakers.org 
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Show and Tell  

 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.tillersinternational.org_classes_windsor-2Dtall-2Dstool-2D470&d=DwMFaQ&c=UE1eNsedaKncO0Yl_u8bfw&r=2ZY-bNsKG70uWjxWFVw3RFQxr5tifXkFsc4o5hkcsAM&m=Ma8PFHxDOgnGS1VZAv9JDOnXPi-x_fk-Y32jdRY80_M&s=2zfxfv7vkyBzu
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.tillersinternational.org_classes_spoon-2Dcarving-2D438&d=DwMFaQ&c=UE1eNsedaKncO0Yl_u8bfw&r=2ZY-bNsKG70uWjxWFVw3RFQxr5tifXkFsc4o5hkcsAM&m=Ma8PFHxDOgnGS1VZAv9JDOnXPi-x_fk-Y32jdRY80_M&s=SBRKxYnr8KXxlq55XP-k
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.tillersinternational.org_classes_cooking-2Dutensils-2Dforks-2Dspatulas-2Dand-2Dspoons-2D317b-2Dx4n4k-2Dbh2md&d=DwMFaQ&c=UE1eNsedaKncO0Yl_u8bfw&r=2ZY-bNsKG70uWjxWFVw3RFQxr5tifXkFsc4o5hkcsAM&m=Ma8PFHxDOgnG


7572 S. 10th St                                            

Kalamazoo MI  49009 

The Woodworks Guild of South West Michigan is a 

group of hobbyist and professional woodworkers of di-

verse woodworking interests that meet monthly to share 

knowledge and craftsmanship skills that serve the many 

facets of woodworking.  

Meetings are held second Tuesday of  each month from 

September through May.  Meeting time is 7:00pm at a 

local shop or location of interest.   

Annual member ship dues are $25/year. 

Find us on the web at www.woodguild.org 

Woodworkers Guild of S.W. 
Michigan 

 

Guild Sponsors: 

Guild  Officers                
President - Bill Crown                     375-1594 

Vice President - Al Collison            685-8428 

Treasurer –Web - Mike Cline         685-0535 

Newsletter Ed. - Scott McDavid     544-2177 

Secretary - Douglas Lynes             324-1449 

Photographer – Neal Ferguson     624-6837 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primal Woods 

Hartford, MI 
Portable and Alaskan 

Sawmill Services 
Email: john@primalwoods.com 

Web: 

www.primalwoods.com/sawyers<br 

www.facebook.com\primalwoods 

269-222-0101 John @ X700 

Douglas & Son   Inc. 

Everyone’s Favorite                  

Paint & Wallpaper                               

Store. 

 231 West Cedar St.    

Kalamazoo MI 49007             

(269) 344- 2860                 

 www.douglas&son.com 

Andy Jean’s 

Sawmill                                                  

7616 W. Main           

Oshtemo, MI 

Cell    269-808-6230   

Hardwood and Softwood  

Professional Milling and           

Kiln Drying      

4265 28th St. SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  
616-957-9663   

woodcraftmich550@sbcglobal.net 

Directions 
New Hwy 6 E. off 131 to   M-37, 

N. to 28th St., Right on 28th, One 

mile from   M-37 North 

Just East of Paris Ave. 

Next to Design Quest on your left. 

J&J 

Paint & Glass   

Steve Klok Scott Miracle 

Everything in Glass 

 

509 East Vine St. 

Kalamazoo MI 49001 

 

Ph 269-344-2834 

Fax 269-344-0378 

 

Serving SW MI since 1954 

S E L E C T 
MILLWORK 
COMPANY 

BILL ADAMS 
PRESIDENT 

960 
INDUSTRIAL 

PARKWAY 
PLAINWELL MI 

49080 
PH 269-685 2646 

 

  

THE HERITAGE    

COMPANY        
Architectural Salvage and 

Supply Buy and Sell old wood-

work, doors windows and all oth-

er old house parts.  

 

Open  Wed – Sat  11-5 

269-385-1004 

150N. Edwards 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

Ad space available.  
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